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EIK3 DULY AMBASSADORS AND SECRETARY ( 

Please deliver following message to Chancellors 

QXE Dear Kr« Cliancellors 

You will have seen accounts in the press today of the prospect o£ a 
mooting between Mr# Khrushchev and myself * I teunt you to know the background 
wliich lias given rise to those press accounts and the prospects for such n 
meeting,, ; ' 

Tlie question of a personal meeting between Mr* Khrushchev and myMlf sroca 

in the talks \diich our Ambassador In Moscow had with Mr* Khrushchev in tlio 

porlod after iry Administration came into office* I indicated then that I 

hop«d to make a trip to Europe perliaps in the la to Spring when the op p"jr i»mity 

or 
mip.ht present itself for a QTE get acquainted UHQTE meeting and COTchanoc/viGim, 



&5l 



Sinco that time, as you know^ I have accepted Oeneral do Gaulle* o imi- 
tation to pay on official visit to Paris at the, end of tills month. Since 
i"? 1 1 that tdreo also the deterioration in the general situation caused mo to suspend 
ni:llre consideration of a meeting with Khrushchev*. Howorrer Klxruahcltsv lm? 
, ! now ap/Un caurad the subject to be raised with Ambassador Tlxjrapson and indl« 
cal«d ills own ''oairo for an early meetinga I am now therefore faced with 

til* 
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the prohhm of going ahead uith this or of withdrawing from my previous indication of 
ny vJ J.H..JCM01, to do bo during Ma period. In view of my heavy commitments hore, 
ultti Ur. CcasMM in session, it would seem that the only practicable arrangement 
wuM b 9 .Cr eo to moot with Khruahchev for a day, probably in Vienna, immediately 
after my visit to Faris« 

Since the possible meeting with Khruahchev would follow on my Paris visit, I 
informed President de 0«ulle of the foregoing some days ago'and have now received a 
positive response from him, 

I have given Mr. Khrushchev an interim answer saying that «hila I still a a ree in 
principle that a meeting would be useful, I am not in a position to make a £ xm 
commitment nt the moment but expeot to be able to do so by the time he returns to 

Moscow, May 20. He haa today informed me that;] ha continues to have a 
positive interest in a meeting. 

My present disposition is to proceed with the plane outlined above provided 

there arc no further untoward developments meanwhile. I would assume you wuld 
storo rcr view that since I have not previously met Khrushchev such an encounter 
would be useful in the present international situation* 

If the meeting in fact takes place, I would espect to inform you of the content 
of these discussions with Khrushchev, which I anticipate will be quite general jn 
character* ".■■;■■ 

W.I. I.]) ;i::.v>a regard/?, 

Sincerely, 

John F» Kennedy* 
FY1 i.ri-; to ba h*ld closest. Please inform M1ACT dateHlme delivery. ' 
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